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Thematic Findings

Even though there was a difference in number of expressions of
engagement in the morning and afternoon class between the pre and post tests, the
numbers do not relay all the findings of this study. What emerged throughout the
course of this study was how the power of the individual person and the power of
the group impacted the expressions of engagement. These themes have been
developed by using both the language of the students and the tallies of their
behaviors.

The Power of the Individual.

This study, as originally conceived, focused on the efficacy of small-group
and large-group instruction when utilizing shared storybook readings and how [
could structure their use for their maximum effectiveness. What I did not consider
was that individual students also have a power of influence that could directly
affect modeled and learned engagement behaviors.

The More Things Change the More Things Remain the Same. These
children have had four to five years of personal and group interaction with shared
storybook readings at home and at school. Three hours of modeling specific types
of engaged response may benefit a child but may not show up in his/her behavior.
[ was naive to think that 15-minutes in a small group setting for twelve weeks
would make a sudden or significant impact on the way a student processes the
world. Three examples in the small group readings reinforce this power of the

person.
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