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the other disrespected and even blamed them for any failure of their child or

student, respectively. The researcher noted that each group was seeing the other as

a role, instead of seeing each other as adults and colleagues in educating children.

Both groups agreed that parent involvement was important and spoke directly

about the benefit they felt it would have for the students. Indirectly their

discussion revealed a mutual desire to be trusted and respected. This study echoed

the results of the previous studies and literature, adding to the collection of

dialogue between parents and teachers on the topic of parent-teacher

relationships.

Hindrances to Effective Partnerships between Parents and Teachers

There are several factors that can hinder effective parent-teacher

partnerships. The absence of a common goal and poor comrrunication hinder

effective parent-teacher partnerships. Additionally, a limited definition of parent

involvement on the part of both teachers and parents and mutual blame and

distrust create roadblocks to building partnerships.

Limited Definition of Parent Involvement. In the previously mentioned

study done by Mapp (2003), parents talked about an expanded definition of parent

involvement. Parents felt that teachers and school staff often had a limited

definition of involvement. Therefore, they assumed a lack of interest from the

parent when they did not see evidence of involvement that matched their limited

criteria.

Similarly, in a review of the literature on parent-involvement in education,

Miano found a large amount of research to be prescriptive and "dedicated to


