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severe reaction to the patient. The psychodynamic approach involves
conceptualization and working through the various elements of transference in
reconstructive psychotherapy.

Kaplan (1993) studied the psychosocial changes in individuals with severe
traumatic brain injury and their significant others 1, 3, and 5 years after injury.
Results showed a trend toward improvement in psychological and social
functioning between the beginning and end of the study. Individuals showed
an overall frend toward psychosocial improvement along with persistent mild to
moderate emotional and social dysfunction. Approximately half of the 25
participants were rated as having minor problems with imitability, anxiety,
indifference and initiation of behavior. These data show that individuals with
severe brain injury seem to require about 5 years on the average to show
significant psychosocial improvements, whereas physical capabilities often
return more quickly.

Prigatano’s (1990) study regarding individual's awareness of behavioral
limitations after a brain injury, found that clients overestimated their behavioral
competencies in comparison to their relative’s reports. However, individuals with
severe brain injury did not show greater memory or abstract reasoning difficulties
than other traumatic brain injured individuals using standard neuropsychological
tests. The author's inability to find a relationship between these measures has
led him to believe that premorbid factors are important for alterations in mood

and temperament.



