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severe reoction to the potient. The psychodynomic opproqch involves

conceptuolizolion ond working through the vorious elements of tronsference in

reco nstructive psychothero py.

Koplon (l?93) studied the psychosociol chonges in individuols with severe

troumotic broin injury ond their significont others 1, 3, qnd 5 yeors ofter injury.

Results showed q trend toword improvement in psychologicol ond sociol

functioning between the beginning ond end of the study. Individuols showed

on overoll lrend toword psychosociol improvement olong with persistent mild to

moderote emotionql ond sociol dysfunclion. Approximotely holf of the 25

porticiponts were roled qs hoving minor problems with initobility, onxiety,

indifference ond initiotion of behovior. These doto show thot individuols with

severe broin injury seem to require obout 5 yeors on the overage lo show

significont psychosociol improvements, whereos physicol copobilities often

relurn more quickly.

Prigotono's (1990) study regording individuol's owqreness of behoviorol

limitotions ofter o broin injury, found thot clients overestimoted their behoviorol

competencies in comporison to their relotive's reports. However. individuols with

severe broin injury did not show greoter memory or obstrocl reosoning difficulties

thon other troumotic broin injured individuols using stondord neuropsychologicol

tests. The outhor's inobility to find o relotionship between lhese meosures hos

led him to believe thot premorbid foctors ore importont for olterotions in mood

ond temperoment.


